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How man built deaths & herafters



How man built deaths & herafters

Man has always been giving death a social role in the different form of humanities he belongs to.
Each ritual he has developed is a representation of the exchange between life and death according to that

particular form of humanity he is part of.

I will analyze death as multiple representations from the point of view of the rituality involved, using the
following scheme:

beliefs practises

form of

4 _— _* ______ * _____ exchange
humanity life-death

Death when naturally it occurs:

1# endocannibalism
2# christian eucaresty as meta-cannibalism
3# burial under the ground



4#
S5#
6#
7#
8#
9#

cremation

the passing as a journey

the funeral wake

the tree as a womb

a bowl as a temporary coffin
exposition of the defunct at open sky

10# mummification
11# cryonics procedure

Death as religious sacrifice:

12# children sacrifice among the Aztecs
13# adults sacrifice among the Aztecs
14# miira self-mummification in life

A place for death in architecture:

15# egyptian pyramids

Death and the contact with the ancestors:

16# KayapoO headdress



Death when naturally it occurs

1# cannibalism

in_digenous
societies from

prehistory
to now

transfert of life
power to other
living organisms

beliefs

eating the flesh
of defuncts
or their funeral ashes

X2 s

death is turned
into life again

practises



Death when naturally it occurs

2#

christian eucaresty as meta-cannibalism

figurative turning
bread and wine into
re-celebrating the flesh and
Jesus last dinner blood of Jesus
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o Jesus sacrifice
christian

religious
community

gives
immortality to
all the ones
who eat
eucaresty

beliefs practises




Death when naturally it occurs

3# burial under the ground

from getting rid of
the bad soul

of the defuncts
out of the cities

to giving them

a peaceful place

cdLe collective/individual
to live in

pothole or cementary

the reversibility
of death

prehistoric to
contemporary
societies

consists of the
life of the soul

beliefs practises




Death when naturally it occurs

4# cremation

body is totally

corrupted by death cremating the body
and soul could be on a pyre

a different entity or by furnace

from the
Ancient Greeks
and Hinduists

the soul is free
ro reincarnate

or
to prospective of
modern lay no hereafter
societies

for lays

beliefs practises




Death when naturally it occurs

5# the passing as a journey

the Vikings in
the IX A.C:

heros could reach
the Walhalla

by ship and
through the fire

beliefs

cremating the body
of the defunct
put in a ship

practises

the defunct
could reach
another life
together with
the divinities




Death when naturally it occurs

6# the funeral wake

prehistoric to
contemporary
societies

the passing from
the real world to
the hereafter takes
an amount of time

beliefs

exposing the body
for a fixed period
of time

practises

ge life.
0\(\@(‘ %

the defunct
takes another
social role after

passing his
liminar status




Death when naturally it occurs

7# the tree as a womb

. a dead child body
human beings is buried into
come from trees a hole in a tree

indigenous
population in back to the tree
Borneo and in order to come
Papuasia to life again

beliefs practises




Death when naturally it occurs

8# a bowl as a temporary coffin

indigenous
population in
Borneo

the passing from
the real world to
the hereafter takes
an amount of time

beliefs

a dead body is kept
in a terracotta bowl
for a period of 8

months to 5 years
before being buried

practises

ge life.
0\(\@(‘ %

the defunct
takes another
social role after

passing his
liminar status



Death when naturally it occurs

O#

exposition of the defunct at open sky

tibetan
populations

body is totally
corrupted by death
and soul is a
different entity

beliefs

dead bodies are
exposed at open sky
and given as

meat to vultures

practises

X% s

the soul reaches
the heaven
through the
wings of the
vultures




Death when naturally it occurs

10# mummification

ancient
egyptians
&

particular cases
in our age
(Lenin)

body is carried

in the hafterlife

or it has a
symbolic/social value

beliefs

mummification
of the body

practises

the defunct will
live forever in
the heafter
provided with
his own body




Death when naturally it occurs

11# cryonics procedure

the scientific progress
will give man the cryopreservation

ALCOR immortality of the body

LIFE EXTENg,
FouNnAné’z
SINCE 143
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g

transhumanists
in current age

beliefs practises

<2 %

the defunct will
be resurrected
in the real world
and death will
be defeated



Death as religious sacrifice

12#

ancient Aztecs

children sacrifice among the Azetcs

children born in a
particular year period
or with 2 curls on
their front should

be sacrificed to the
worship of the

god of rain

beliefs

children are
grown up up to
the moment of
having their
throat cut

practises

Ry s

children crying
would have been
exchanged
with rain




Death as religious sacrifice

13# adults sacrifice among the Azetcs

people reached

gods sacrificed the top of the
themselves for pyramid to be
humanity and man sacrificed and
should do the then they were
same for them thrown down

people sacrifice

ancient Aztecs - —* —————— -* ————— to get gods

favours

beliefs practises




Death as religious sacrifice

14# miira self-mummification in life

the ascetic research
ends up fixing the
moment between life  slow refuse of life

and death into (no eating)
an uncorrupted/ and finally
mummified body burial when alive
h
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buddhist ¢ <

- . death is cheated
m%r:és Jlgpg:ahr:na monks defeat the
from Middle -_——— —* —————— -* ————— passing of time

reaching the
Age up to now immortality

of the bod

beliefs practises




A place for death in architecture

15# egyptians pyramids

ancient
Egyptians

body is carried
in the hafterlife

beliefs

the body of the
leadears were
mummified and put
in the pyramids
with a complete
equipment for the
hafterlife

practises

body reaches
hereafter & the
bad sould never
comes back to
real world




Death and the contact with the ancestors

16# Kayapo headdress

(Amazonia)

spirits of
ancestors are
in the birds
(totemism)

beliefs

wearing feather
headdresses

practises

contact with the

ancestors spirits
throgh the
headdress

during rituals



Conclusion
Historical context How man built deaths and hereafters

Death is a cultural production to addomesticate: the lost as mourning, the fear as unknowing hereafter,
the social disorder as giving a new role to the defuncts.

Death is turned into life designing a symbolic exchange between life and death.

Each symbolic exchange reflects the form of humanity that builds it in beliefs, tools and techniques.

Future directions_ which cultural rapresentations of death in our time when we experience new ways

to technically reproduce life/death by science?

How do we perceive the lost, the fear and the social disorder? How do we cope with them?

Building my world around_ new interactions that turn the ways we experience death now (a-mortality
through regenerative medicine, accidental death, euthanasy/terminal illness) into new ways to represent
the life/death exchange.

Who__ different forms of humanity in actual word (common people, transhumanists, particular groups of
ill people).

Why_ to bring back a sense to death when it is scientifically programmed.
By whom__ scientific experts, defuncts, people dying, people who survive the death of their beloved ones.

By what_ biotech techniques as anthropoiesis tools to build a new form of humanity.



