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e mail: michael.burton@alumni.rca.ac.uk

Michael Burton graduated at the RCA with a project called The Race, where he rethinks 
the use of biotechnology to engineer our body in order to improve our symbiosis with the 
environemt. He thought about the metamorphosed body as a mean to collect bacterias 
from the ourside world, getter closer to them in order to achieve a bigger capacity of auto 
immunization.

###

Hi Laura
I'm please to hear that you enjoyed the talk at Picnic and thanks for getting in touch. 
Apologies for not getting back to you sooner as things have been a little hectic just 
recently.
I would be more than happy to help with some suggestions for your thesis, however I'm 
sure you've already come across many of them:

Ritual and Remembrance:
The first that springs to mind is the company Algordanza (Swiss, I think) which converts 
human ashes into diamonds. Converting memorial, ritual, remembrance and the 
significance of the ashes into a one-carat diamond product. I think the process revolves 
around the abstraction of carbon in the human body from the non-organic bodies which is 
then subjected to intense heat and pressure to form the diamond.

Bio-jewllery, by Tobie Kerridge, (http://www.biojewellery.com/), transforms the significance 
of the ring in marriage ceremonies. Bone cells taken from the wisdom teeth of the couple 
are taken and grown 'in vitro' to create a wedding ring formed from the genetic makeup of 
the two individuals.

Biopresence, again a death and remembrance related biotech project. 
http://www.biopresence.com/. This is the combination of human DNA in living trees as a 
form of living memory of the deceased.

I was also really interested in the act of recreating life in terms of biotechnology and 
created a piece called 'Memento Mori In Vitro'. This worked was based on the sustained 
growth of hair follicles after the death or disappearance of a loved one, through cell growth 
in home labs. The piece references the Victorian tradition of lockets of hair as a form of 
remembrance, however this hair is living and growing. More images can be found on my 
website www.michael-burton.co.uk (there's limited information but if you want more I can 
email you some text).

I'm sure there are lots more fine art reactions to this area and the obvious ones are Orlan, 
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etc but I have a friend, Jon Bishop who is also working within this area, who may be of 
interest. He was also from the RCA and his work is called 'Life and Times of a Future 
Saviour'. You can contact him via his website http://www.jonjbishop.com/ (the website is 
only temporary). He might also be able to give you some more references.  

Hope this helps and your thesis is going well. Good luck with the rest of your studies at the 
Design Academy in Eindhoven.

Michael

###

-----Original Message-----
From: laura boffi [mailto:jollycembalo@libero.it]
Sent: Tue 10/2/2007 10:52 AM
To: Michael Burton
Subject: biotech and religion

Dear Michael,
my name is Laura and I was to your Picnic conference in Amsterdam last Friday. Maybe 
you remember me, since Regine introduced each other.
I am a student at the second year of the master program Man and Humanity at the Design 
Academy in Eindhoven and I'm now working on my thesis about biotechnology and 
religion.
I would like to show the human side of the biotech industry and create links between 
scientific practice and universal concerns/values such s birth and death.
I have some words in mind, such as resurrection, last supper, the turning of wine into jesus 
blood...but still my topic is quite broad and not focused.
The outcome I hope to achieve is to redefine religious rituals as they were lab experiments 
since I believe that our faith in scientific research could become a new ly religion of our 
time.
I really like your projects, they can be inspiring for my research!
I am writing to you because now I'm creating my network of "experts" from various field. I 
wonder if you could give me some suggestions about these points:
- i need to focus on a particular biotechnology related to my topic, to build my project onto 
it; do you have any source?
- do you know any lab that works together designers/artists to let them make experiments?

I hope you will find my topic interesting and maybe help me with these questions if you 
have time.

Thank you,
Laura

skype contact:laura.boffi
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