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Nowadays  we  see  the  development  of  biotechnology  as  the  possibility  of  overthrow 
physical and temporal limits of human body finiteness. This makes man to redefine his 
own individual  spirituality  and  society  to  elaborate  a  new collective conscientiousness 
conciliating  the  scientific  and  technological  progress  with  universal  life/death  related 
values. If  on the one hand the scientific development would load (and also nullify) our 
metaphysical need, on the other hand it is from the biotechnology itself that the search of a 
new religiosity rises. 
Thus is  it  possible  to  think  that  the faith  in  science and in  research is  now replacing 
traditional  religions  and  that  around  this  faith  a  new  form  of  lay,  human,  horizontal 
religiosity is emerging?

The research consists of 4 different steps:
1) focus on a particular biotechnology understanding its principles and the involvement 

of human being;
2) understanding the sociological meaning of religion  and its interpretation of life cycle 

events;
3) designing  and  making  experiments  in  a  lab  context  to  visualize  both  the  “new 

religion iconography” and the “lithurgy process”;
4) testing the experiments in front of an audience like performing a collective religious 

ritual and getting feedback.
My experts network involves institutes of  biotechnology and research centres of  bioart 
(such as Tags in Leiden University).

The aim to my research is to show the sacred dimension hidden in science, generating a 
debate on this issue. Science was actually born from philosophy, I just hypothesize that it 
must  return  to  be investigated  in  such a  philosophical  field  when it  cannot  answer to 
ontological questions. 

Besides  the  relevance  of  the  topic  itself  that  talks  about  the  current  concern  of  how 
accepting biotechnology into the order of human values, I think this research could add 
another meaning to the discipline of design: designing the process to focus the issue and 
using design as a tool to perform it in a test environment.
The work references for this research are Fiona Raby, Elio Caccavale, Tobie Kerridge, 
Adam  Zaretsky as  professionists  and  Arts&Genomics  (  www.artsgenomics.org  )   and 
Symbiotica (www.symbiotica.uwa.edu.au) as research centers on science and art.

http://www.artsgenomics.org/

